
The President’s Desk 
 

1895, what does that have to do with this column? I will get to that in a 
minute but now I want to ask the question, HOW MUCH MONEY DO YOU 
NEED? This is the question a leader at one of our Alpha Chi Rho universities 
always asked of individuals he hoped to have donate.  No, he was not a 
Crow; however, he was a master at what he did and was a well-loved man.  
He also believed that it was not a bad thing to have money; but one great 
reason to have it is to do some “good” with it, by bestowing a benefit to 
others. 
 

Meanwhile, the Alpha Chi Rho Educational Foundation tries to use the money we have to do good 
each and every year. Scholarships for 7 undergraduate and 3 graduate Brothers are given each 
year. Your Foundation also awards many low-interest loans of up to $3,500 to both graduates and 
undergraduates. Chapter grants for Scholarship Advisors, Chapter libraries, speakers for educational 
sessions, and other educational endeavors are also available. Leadership-Scholarship Institute, what 
we older Brothers called Leadership School, is still going strong and is supported by the Foundation. 
In convention years the Foundation supports the many educational sessions, which undergrads and 
grads go to.

Do you remember the LSI or Leadership School that you went to? Or the one your Chapter leaders 
returned from and spoke about?  I sure do.  Did you or one of your Chapter Brothers ever get that 
loan from the Foundation that allowed finishing or continuing a college career?  I got one.  Are you 
one of the lucky ones whose Chapter had a Scholarship Advisor who got the $500 stipend and was 
nice enough to donate it to the Chapter to use?  Mine was.  All of this is provided by the Foundation 
and all these educational necessities cost more every year. The Foundation is doing many things 
“good” with the money we have each and every year.

So, as President of the Foundation, I want to ask … can you afford to give to your Alpha Chi Rho 
Educational Foundation?  Can we add your name to our list of ‘Brothers who are Givers’? How, you 
may ask? How about starting a scholarship in your name or in the name of a Brother who made an 
impression on you, who was AXP in word and deed? It is cheaper than you think! But if not that, 
what? 

Now, I want to ask the same question which that host school leader always asked.  HOW MUCH 
MONEY DO YOU NEED? Do you really give each year what you can afford or only what is asked? 
1895, as you most likely remember, is the year of AXP’s founding. If we could get each graduate 
to give $18.95 a month, less than a dinner out, it would make it so much easier to keep your 
Foundation on track. “ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDLY” and that act of giving to the Foundation would be 
DOING SOME “GOOD” WITH YOUR MONEY!

In the Bond, 

Gary DelPiano
Sigma Phi (Southern Connecticut State University) ‘77
President, Alpha Chi Rho Educational Foundation
gdelpiano@alphachirho.org
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Dr. James J. O’Brien, Beta Phi (Rutgers University), ‘57 
 

“I believe in climate change,” Dr. O’Brien began, “but 
what the press is reporting is not totally true.”  Thus 
began my conversation with Dr. O’Brien regarding 
recent news reports about the severe drought in the 
Midwest and South.  Interestingly, the day we met in Dr. 
O’Brien’s office at Florida State University, the Midwest 
was experiencing record snow falls and most of Florida 
had just experienced its worst rain storm in recent 
memory; rainfall measurements exceeded 11 inches in 
the past two day period before our meeting. 

These record storms proved two points during our 
meeting: extreme weather is real and increasing; and the drought in the Southeast USA was no longer a 
concern because of the record precipitation. 

Dr. O’Brien and I met as a follow-up to an Alumni Spotlight article that the Foundation did on Dr. O’Brien 
and his work two years ago.  As the news was reporting about the severe droughts in parts of the country, 
I wondered how Dr. O’Brien might interpret the reports and learn from him what was really going on.  I 
wasn’t disappointed. 

“You see,” Dr. O’Brien continued, “there are too many factors that contribute to climate and weather 
change: El Nino/La Nina years, jet stream, urban sprawl, human factors, etc.  Most of the ecological impact 
that some are reporting due to global warming concerns are not scientifically supported.”  Interesting, I 
thought, “but what about the ice melting at the poles”, I queried.  “Warming is always concentrated at very 
high latitudes,” Dr. O’Brien starts.  “Old sea ice melts, new sea ice forms, and actually the total amount of 
ice is coming back.  Will it return to the same levels as before, we don’t know yet.  And the concern about 
sea levels rising due to ocean ice melt is completely false! Sea level is rising about 8-10 inches in 100 years. 
Less in some places, more in others. Yes, there is always an ebb and flow in level of the ocean, but there are 
numerous factors that play into it and our research is incomplete at this point to derive any findings.  Take 
for instance, the fact that when we mine or drill for fossil fuels… that changes the topographical landscape 
because we are taking things out of the earth.  So the landscape changes too.”   

As for the concern with sea ice melt and oceans rising, Dr. O’Brien suggested completing a basic science 
experiment.  “Take a glass of ice, add water, and put it aside until the ice melts.  Does the glass overflow 
or does the water in the glass lower?  The water will always lower in the glass once the ice melts.  So the 
concern about all of the coastal areas flooding due to melting of the Arctic Ocean is incorrect.” 

Dr. O’Brien then went on to state that the southeast is cooling down due to the wetlands being transformed 
into usable farmland, and Miami and Fort Lauderdale are heating up mostly due to man made implications.  
“Buildings, concrete, car use, and sprawl contribute to warming.  So does whether it is an el Nino or la Nina 
year based on the jet stream.  So there are many contributing factors and we still need to do more research 
before we can definitively say global warming is causing severe climate change.”

Foundation Graduate Brother Spotlight



Foundation Chapter Specific Scholarship Awarded at Richard Stockton College

Brother Alexander J. Janssen, Phi Eta Chi ’14, received the Chapter Scholarship during the 
celebration of the reinstitution of the Phi Eta Chi Chapter. Alex was instrumental in the rebirth of the 
Chapter, and he was the President during the early period of being an interest group to a Colony.

Left: Past National President Brother Sean Hughes, Phi Eta Chi 
’91 presented the scholarship check to newly initiated Brother 
Alex Janssen after the Charter was returned to the Phi Eta Chi 
Chapter, January 26, 2013.
 
Below: Past President Brother Sean Hughes helps Alex and the 
rest of the Chapter Brothers celebrate after the Initiation. 

 For more information on chapter specific scholarship endowments, contact Shane McGoey, 
Director of Development via email at smcgoey@alphachirho.org  or by phone at 330-671-5103.

You don’t have to be wealthy to make a significant contribution.  The Alpha Chi Rho Educational 
Foundation has developed a planning calculator for Graduate Brothers and their families who may 
be interested in learning more about planned giving strategies.  A planned gift allows you to plan 
for your family’s future, as well as leaving a legacy for the benefit of future Alpha Chi Rho Brothers.

Visit our website at www.axpef.org and click Donations, then Gift Planning to learn more.  You might 
find it interesting to see just what your planned gift will afford you, your Fraternity & Foundation.  
We also have other resources for gift planning on our website, such as brochures that may be 
helpful to you.  If you have any questions, please call Shane McGoey, Director of Development, at 
330-671-5103 or email at smcgoey@alphachirho.org. 

Scholarship
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Share your skills, gain practical experience, build your contacts while giving back to your 
Fraternity!  Get involved in a Graduate Club, a Fraternity or Foundation Committee, or assist an 
Undergraduate Chapter near your home.  Those are just three examples of ways to volunteer.  
There are many other volunteer roles you can take advantage of with Alpha Chi Rho.  Actions 
Speak Loudly and you taking the time to complete this Interest Profile is letting us know you 
care and want to help.  We are not asking for a huge time commitment.  We would like to know 
when to call on you, what interest you have in volunteering, and where you feel your efforts can 
best help Alpha Chi Rho. 
 
Graduates and undergraduates are helping the Brotherhood by volunteering both their time and 
knowledge.  When you choose to volunteer, you can make a difference, as well as make Alpha 
Chi Rho, its Foundation, Chapters and Brotherhood stronger. 
 
Tell us how you would like to get involved. 
	
	 	 	 	 	 	 							Project	Based	Volunteer	Activities	

Name	_______________________Chapter	___________	
Email	____________________________________________	
Phones	H__________________	C____________________	
	
AXPEF Leadership Opportunities 
Trustees are the Board of Directors of the Foundation. 
We are always looking for individuals who want to get 
involved on a national level, helping to achieve goals. 
Generally speaking, Trustees have been involved in the 
Fraternity or Foundation in other capacities and must be 
willing to participate in meetings, conference calls and e‐
mail communications. Trustees are elected at the annual 
membership meeting held in the spring and must be a 
Brother in good standing. 
 

AXPEF Positions  within 2 
years 

within 5 
years 

Trustee     
 
Standing Committee member 
Events and Outreach     
Finance     
Development     
Governance     
Programs & Services     
 
Other Ad Hoc Committees 
Technology     
File updating     
Reconnection      
Leadership School     

Engage	in	activities	as	your	schedule	permits.	There	
are	a	variety	of	opportunities,	including	one	day	
speaking	engagements,	writing	stories	for	the	Garnet	
and	White	or	Foundation	Focus,	answering	questions	
of	or	helping	Brothers	with	particular	topics.	Some	
activities	may	require	travel	and	in‐person	meetings.	
	
	 Garnet	&	White	Contributor	–writing	about	

AXP	Past	and	Present	
 Foundation	Focus	Contributor‐editing	and	

writing	news		
 Helping/advising	a	local	Chapter
 Attending	Alumni	events	in	your	area
 Hosting	National	Alumni	events	in	your	area	
 Speaker	at	Educational	Student	programs
 Producing	programs	for	electronic	

distribution	to	undergrads	
 Financial	literacy	speaker	for	student	

programs	
 Contact	me	about	any	other	project‐based	

volunteer	activities	that	develop	
 Other	Volunteerism	

	
If	there	is	anything	not	on	this	page	which	you	can	
help	us	with,	skills	or	knowledge	you	have	to	share,	
you	can	write	it	on	the	back	or	email	or	call	your	
President	of	the	Foundation.	
	
Actions	Speak	Loudly	
	
Gary	DelPiano	
Sigma	Phi	‘77	
Gdelpiano@alphachirho.org							203.795.1127

Volunteer	Interest	Profile	
Actions	Speak	Loudly	
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Save the date For Convention 2013!
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